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The Catholic Cemetery

A Catholic cemetery is a place of faith. It is a testimony to the Christian belief in life after death.

It is a place of honor and respect for those who have died and a memorial to all who are interred
there.

It is a place of prayer. People come to express their grief and pray for loved ones who have preceded
them in death.

A Catholic cemetery is a place of interment for a wide range of people: those who have expressed
their faith through the Catholic Church, those whose loved ones are buried there, and those who
admire the life and message of Jesus and His church. All these people are welcome to be interred in a
Catholic cemetery.

Resurrection Cemetery offers a wide range of interment and entombment options, including a special
section for veterans. There are lawn-level markers available in the monument section as well as
space in the monument lots where a raised family memorial may be placed. There are also crypts for
above-ground entombment: indoor community mausoleums, outdoor garden mausoleums or private
mausoleums.

Crypts, graves, and niches are available for reverent burial of cremated remains. In addition to
cremation graves, the cemetery offers outdoor columbariums.

In many Catholic cemeteries, it is possible to preplan and prepay all cemetery costs.
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Preparation for Burial

People who plan for their own final arrangements leave a gift of inestimable value to their family and
loved ones.

This booklet is designed to help you plan for death and burial, both in the legal realm and the spiritual
realm. It will focus on burial and funeral decisions and provide legal and financial information needed
by your survivors. It will also contain practical procedures to be followed and decisions to be taken
immediately following your death.

Without preplanning, preparation for burial can be solely a matter of business-like efficiency when it is
limited to legal and financial matters. This preparation can also be an act of faith when people make
decisions about the religious rituals that will be part of their funeral and interment. This act of faith
will comfort families and loved ones in their time of sorrow and need.

Thus, preplanning for burial is an act of faith and a precious loving gift for surviving family and
friends.
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Informative Guide

You have a difficult but important task. This section contains practical information to assist you in the
hours and days following a death of a loved one.

Death Certificate

The law requires a death certificate to be issued by the county in which the person dies. The death
certificate must be signed by a doctor. If the person has been under a doctor’s care, or has died

in a hospital, this is a routine and expected duty of the attending doctor. If the person has died
unexpectedly, a primary doctor needs to be notified. Copies of the death certificate will be needed
when filing insurance claims and executing the will and in any financial or legal matters (see page 10).

Prayers at the Time of Death

The church has traditional prayers that are intended for the time immediately following the death of
a person if possible before the body is removed for funeral and burial preparations. At the time of a
death, Christians need to pray. These prayers may be led by a priest, by a non-ordained chaplain or
pastoral minister or by a family member or a friend. If the official ritual (see Pastoral Care of the Sick)
is unavailable or not suitable, other prayers may be substituted.

Funeral Home Arrangements

Check to see if your local funeral home offers prearrangements (see pages 12-17). If arrangements
have not been made or suggested, you will need to select a reputable funeral home. Decisions such
as type of disposition (burial or cremation) and type of service (traditional or same day) will need

to be addressed. Selection of a casket or urn, prayer cards, flower arrangements, funeral mass and
church preference could be selected at this time. The funeral director will help guide you, but family
involvement is important and is a way in which love is shown and grief expressed.

The funeral director will need information for the preparation of the obituary and/or death notice to
appear in newspapers and on their website. The biographical information in this booklet will assist
you in this task. At the time of need, the funeral director will coordinate these matters with loved ones
and answer any questions that they may have in order to help them through this process.
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Death notices also frequently have information suggesting memorials to commemorate the deceased.
See page 14 for specific memorial preferences. Also, any additional obituary notes can be found on
page 22. Be sure to have this information included in the death notices.

Cemetery Arrangements

See page 12 to determine if cemetery arrangements for burial have been made or suggested. If
arrangements have not been made or suggested, a consultant or a service representative from the
Catholic Cemeteries will present the various burial options available.

Liturgical Arrangements for Wake and Funeral

See pages 12 through 17 to determine the wishes for the wake and funeral liturgy. Work with the
priest and/or pastoral minister from the parish for guidance. If suggestions are not known, follow
the format on pages 14 and 15 to prepare an appropriate wake and funeral liturgy. Rely on family
members and friends for assistance in planning and participating in the wake and funeral liturgy.

After the Burial

Many families share a meal with other mourners after the burial. This too should be planned and
invitations extended to the family and friends. Some parishes have the custom of using the parish hall
for such a gathering. At other times, the home or a restaurant is preferred.

After the Funeral and Burial

If a will has been made (see page 10), be sure to share the financial information on page 11 with the
executor. It is the executor’s duty to file the will in court, usually within 30 days of death. If there is no
will, consult a lawyer or other legal authority to determine the proper procedure to be followed. The
information listed in the financial section, page 11, will be helpful in any case.

Memorial Marker and Inscriptions

You can contact the cemetery office at 573-893-2751 for the purchase of your monument/marker.

See page 17 to determine arrangements for a memorial marker and suggested inscriptions. If
arrangements have already been made, be sure to contact the memorial marker company shortly after
the burial.

A provision in most wills gives the executor of the estate the power to pay funeral and burial costs
from the estate of the deceased. If no arrangements have been made, work with the executor of the
will regarding the purchase of an appropriate burial marker.
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Personal Information

Full Name

Name(s) before marriage(s)

Social Security Number

Address:

Street

City County
State/ Zip Phone

Date of Birth Place of Birth
Baptism:

Date

Church

Location

Marital Status: O Married 0O Single 0O Divorced
Spouse’s Name Date
Church Location

Previous marriages

Father’s Name

Date and Place of Birth

Mother’s Name

Mother’s Maiden Name Before Marriage

Date and Place of Birth

Paternal Grandfather’s Name

Paternal Grandmother’s Name

Maternal Grandfather’s Name

Maternal Grandmother’s Name
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Children:

Name Date of Birth Place of Birth
Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren:

Name Date of Birth Place of Birth
Brothers, Sisters, Other Relatives and Friends:

Name Date of Birth Place of Birth
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Military Service:
Branch of Service
U.S. Armed Forces Serial Number
Military Rank
Enlist Date Discharge Date

Veterans Administration Claim Number

Death Benefits

Location of Discharge Papers

Education:

Career:

Occupation(s)

Type of Business/Industry

Names & Addresses of Employers Years of Work

Union Membership

Previous Residences:

Addresses Years of Residence

Accomplishments & Honors:

Other important information about me:
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Last Will and Testament Information:

A will is a legal document, usually drawn up by a lawyer and witnessed by at least two people. A will

disposes of your financial and material assets according to your wishes. Frequently, a will simplifies

both the concerns and work of survivors. It is important to review a will periodically to insure that its
provisions are still according to one’s wishes and also applicable.

I have made a will. I have made a trust.
Yes No Yes No
My last will is dated

Lawyer who prepared my will/trust

Witnesses of my will/trust

The executor of my estate as listed in my will/trust is

Insurance and Death Benefits Information:

Life Insurance Policies:

Company Policy Number Agent & Phone Number

Other death benefits (credit union insurance, unions, fraternal organizations, etc.):
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Financial Information

Banks, Savings and Loan, and/or Credit Union Accounts:

Institution Types of Account Account Number
Credit Cards:
Institution Account Number

Stocks & Bonds (with names and locations as needed):

Real Estate: Location Mortgage Held By
Safety Deposit Boxes:
Location Box Number Key Location
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Funeral Arrangements/Reqguests

The choice of a funeral home and the choice of a Catholic cemetery are two important decisions to
be made prior to death.

Funeral Home/Director:

The funeral home will assist your survivors with the many details which result from death. The
Catholic cemetery will be your final resting place.

I have prearrangements for my funeral at

Name of Funeral Home:

Address: Phone:

I do not have prearrangements made. I suggest the following arrangements:
Church:

Address: Phone:

Priest Celebrant:

Catholic Cemetery:

I have prearrangements for my final disposition.

Name of cemetery:

Location of cemetery:

Name of lot or crypt holder:

Easement or deed number:

Legal description of graves/crypts as shown on easement or deed:

I do not have prearrangements made for my final disposition. I suggest the following

arrangements:

If you are a lot holder and wish to assign graves to specific individuals, contact the
cemetery office to make necessary arrangements and then list the assignments below.

Grave Number: Assigned to:

Relationship to lot holder:
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Donations of Organs and Body

Some people choose to donate their organs to “organ banks” or their bodies for medical research.
Catholic tradition supports such decisions.

Arrangements for organ donations and donation of the body should be made in advance. When death
occurs, time is of the essence for useful donations of organs. It is important to discuss your wishes
with family and friends. Hospitals and doctors will often consult a family about organ donations.

In the State of Missouri, there is a registry for organ and tissue donation. For information, please go to
health.mo.gov/living/organdonor/

I have made the following arrangements for donation:

Cremation:

The practice of cremation may be a confusing issue for Catholics. Cremation has been an acceptable
option for Catholics since 1963 and since 1997 it has been permissible to bring the cremated remains
of the body to the church for funeral liturgy. While it is preferred that the casketed remains be present
for the Funeral Liturgy, the urn containing the cremated remains of the body may be brought to the
church and placed in the same location where the casket would normally rest.

Cremated remains may be buried in a grave, crypt or niche. Please contact the Catholic cemetery that
you have chosen for the available option for the reverent burial of cremated remains.

Catholics considering cremation are encouraged to discuss this with family, friends and parish
ministers. Practical details and expenses should be investigated.

I wish to be cremated. I have made these arrangements and I ask the following dispositions of my
remains:
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The Vigil/Wake Service:

Your thoughtful preparation of the Wake Service and the Funeral Mass is another significant part of
your legacy.

The vigil or wake is the principal service in the time following death and before the funeral Mass or, if
there isn’t a funeral Mass, before the rite of committal at the cemetery.

Preferred Newspaper for Obituary:

Obituary Photo: Yes No

Visitation: Yes No Public Private
Casket: Open Closed

Flag: Draped Folded

Type of clothing to be worn

Glasses: On Off

Jewelry: Stays On Return to Family

Flowers or Arrangements:

Songs or music I like:

Special quotes or poems I like:

The order of Christian Funerals encourages a Wake Service similar to the Liturgy of the Word.

Appropriate readings from scripture may be chosen with this in mind. One of the readings should be
from the gospels. These readings should be different from the readings selected for the funeral liturgy.
Intercessions follow the gospel reading.

My favorite readings, psalms or verses (see pages 18-19 for suggestions):

Intercessions:

Special preferences of memorials (flowers, masses, contributions to charities):

Specific text of scripture, prayer, image or other words you wish to have on your memorial card:
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The Funeral Liturgy

The funeral Liturgy is either a Funeral Mass or a Liturgy Outside Mass. The Funeral Mass includes
the Liturgy of the Word, the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the Final Commendation and Farewell. The
Funeral Liturgy Outside Mass includes everything but the Liturgy or the Eucharist.

The following are choices that can be planned in advance.
1) Readings

These readings should be different from the Wake Service readings (see pages 18-19 for suggestions):

First Reading:

Second Reading:

Gospel Reading:

2) Music

Most of the music is determined by the liturgy itself (for example: the psalm, the alleluia, the memorial
acclamation). There is also the opportunity for the congregation to sing appropriate hymns. Note your
suggestion here:

3) General Intercessions

Note here people and special intentions you would like prayed for at your funeral liturgy:
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The Funeral Liturgy
Suggested people for the following roles in my funeral liturgy:
Pallbearers:

Pallbearers need not be limited to men. If the casket needs to be carried a distance to the burial site,
this should be taken into consideration. Also honorary pallbearers may be named:

Lectors for the readings and intercessions:

0Old Testament:

New Testament:

Intercessions:

Soloist and Musicians:

Presentation of the bread and wine:
Bread:

Wine:

Ushers:

Acolytes:

Ministers of Communion:

“So must the Son of Man be lifted up that all

who believe may have eternal life in Him.”
John 3:14-15

o
X
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Memorial Marker and Inscriptions

The size and style of cemetery markers are determined by the type and number of burial places
purchased at the location.

I have prearrangements with the following Catholic cemetery:

I have prearrangements for a memorial marker with:

I do not have prearrangements made for a memorial marker. [ would prefer the following size
and style of grave marker (specific burial places require a specific size and style of memorial marker;
check with the Catholic cemetery for specific details regarding memorial markers):

Most burial places are memorialized in some manner. You may wish to suggest a particular religious
symbol, prayer or text on such a memorial. In keeping with the cemetery as a place of faith, honor,
respect and prayer, only appropriate religious art, symbols and words which reflect the true religious
nature of the cemetery are permitted to mark burial sites.

Inscribe my name:

Suggested religious symbol:

Suggested prayer or religious text:

Please include a memorial portrait (not available for lawn level markers).
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Scripture Readings for Vigil Service
(Wake) and Funeral Liturgies

The scripture readings listed here are those provided in the Order of Christian Funerals. The single
line with each is intended to summarize one thought from each reading.

Rather than depend on these summary lines, it would be best to read fully each suggested box.

Old Testament Readings
Job 19:1, 23-27a

I know that my Redeemer lives.

Wisdom 3:1-9

He accepted them as a holocaust.
Wisdom 4:7-15

A blameless life is a ripe old age.

Isiah 25:6-9

The Lord God will destroy death forever.
Lamentations 3:17-26

It is good to wait in silence for the Lord God to save.
Daniel 12:1-3

Of those who lie sleeping in the dust of the earth
many will awake.

Maccabees 12:43-45
It is good and holy to think of the dead rising again.

New Testament Readings
Acts of the Apostles 10:34-43

dGoddhas appointed Jesus to judge everyone, alive and
ead.

Romans 5:5-11

Having been justified by his blood, we will be saved
from God’s anger through him.

Romans 5:17-21

When sin increased, there grace abounded all the
more.

Romans 6:3-9
Let us walk in the newness of life.
Romans 8:14-23

We groan while we wait for the redemption of our
bodies.

Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39

Who can ever come between us and the love of Christ?
Romans 14:7-12

Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:20-28

All people will be brought to life in Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:51-57

Death is swallowed up in victory.

2 Corinthians 4:14-5:1

What is seen is transitory; what is unseen is eternal.
2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10

We have an everlasting home in heaven.
Philippians 3:20-21

uLesus will transfigure these wretched bodies of ours to
e like his glorious body.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

We shall stay with the Lord for ever.

2 Timothy 2:8-13

If we have died with him, we shall live with him.
1 John 3:1-2

We shall see God as he really is.
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1 John 3:14-16

We have passed from death to life, because we love

our brothers and sisters.

Revelation 14:13

Happy are those who die in the Lord.
Revelation 20:11-21:1

The dead have been judged according to their works.

Revelation 21:1-52, 66-67

There will be no more death.

Gospel Readings
Matthew 5:1-12a

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in

heaven.

Matthew 11:25-30

Come to me...and I will give you rest.
Matthew 2s:1-13

Look the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him.

Matthew 25:31-46

Come, you whom my Father has blessed.
Mark 15:33-39, 16:1-6

Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.
Luke 7:11-17

Young man, I say to you arise.

Luke 12:35-40

Be prepared.

Luke 23:33, 39-43

Today you will be with me in paradise.
Luke 23: 44-46, 50, 52-53, 24:1-6a
Father, I put my life in your hands.

Luke 24:13-25

Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer and

so enter into his glory?

~
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John 5:24-29

Whoever hears my word and believes, has passed
from death to life.

John 6:37-40

All who believe in the Son will have eternal life and I

will raise them to life again on the last day.
John 6:51-59

All who eat this bread will live forever; and I will
raise them up on the last day.

John 11:17-27

I am the resurrection and the life.
John 11:32-45

Lazarus, come out.

John 12:23-28

If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it
yields a rich harvest.

John 14:1-6
There are many rooms in my Father’s house.
John 17:24-26

Father, I want those you have given me to be with
me where I am.

John 19:17-18, 25-39

Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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Notifications

Persons to Notify:

If there are persons who should be notified of your death, especially those unlikely to see a death
notice or those not well known by your immediate family, you can list them here.

Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
Name: Phone:
Address: Email:
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Select someone who you know and trust. Tell that person about this booklet and print/copy this page
and give it to them. Be sure that person knows the whereabouts of this booklet and will have access to
it when you die.

Date:

Dear

As we previously discussed, | have used the Final Wishes book to record my desires regarding my
death and burial.

I keep the original book in the following place:

At the time of my death, I ask that you use the information in this book to the extent possible.

With gratitude,

(Signature)




Additional Obituary Information

Final Thoughts
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Need Help With Pre-Planning?

Resurrection Catholic Cemetery can help you become well informed on
the burial selection process and advise what is best for you and your family.
They are available at your convenience, daytime, evenings or weekends.
There is no additional fee for our services. The price of your burial selection
is the same, whether purchased from a cemetery advisor or at the cemetery.
Our advisors are highly trained to assist you in making the proper selection
from many burial options that are available to you and answer all of your
questions.

For more information, please contact us at:

Resurrection Cemetery Office
3015 W Truman Blvd
Jefferson City, MO 65109

Office Phone: 573-893-2751
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